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SUBJECT: US/GDR CONSULAR NEGOTIATIONS 

SUMMARY: THIS MESSAGE SUMMARIZES COMMENTS BASED ON US 
EXPERIENCE WHICH MAY BE HELPFUL TO FRENCH WHEN THEY BEGIN 
CONSULAR NEGOTIATIONS IN MID MARCH. EMBASSY SHOULD 
ENCOURAGE FRENCH TO FOLLOW THE US APPROACH ON QUESTION OF 
NATIONALITY DEFINITION. END SUMMARY. 

1. EMBASSY PARIS IS AUTHORIZED TO INFORM GOF OF FOLLOWING 
IMPRESSIONS AND COMMENTS ARISING FROM INITIAL USG TALKS WITH 
GDR ON CONSULAR CONVENTION. 

2. THE EAST GERMAN GROUP WILL PRESUMABLY BE HEADED BY 
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GDR CONSULAR AGREEMENTS. THE EAST GERMANS ASSUMED TONES 
OF RIGHTEOUS INDIGNATION WHEN DISCUSSING "ILLEGAL" FRG 
PRETENSIONS IN NATIONALITY FIELD, BUT WERE FRIENDLY AND 
COURTEOUS IN THE WORKING ROUTINE AND A FEW SOCIAL CONTACTS. 

3. GDR DRAFT SUBMITTED TO GOF APPEARS IDENTICAL TO DRAFT 
GIVEN USG (EMBASSY PARIS' A-74). INITIAL USG DRAFT AND 

GDR DRAFT HAVE BEEN POUCHED TO EMBASSY PARIS, AND CONTAIN 
SOME NOTATIONS AS TO UNRESOLVED US/GDR DIFFERENCES. MOST 

OF THESE RELATE TO PROCEDURAL AND LEGAL MATTERS PECULIAR 
TO THE EAST GERMAN AND AMERICAN SYSTEMS. AND WILL HAVE 
LITTLE RELEVANCE FOR THE FRENCH, E.G. THE PROBATE OF 
ESTATES. 

4. THE QUESTIONS OF A TIME FRAME FOR NOTIFICATION OF A 
CONSUL OF THE ARREST OF A NATIONAL, FOR THE FIRST PERMITTED 
VISIT TO AN ARRESTED NATIONAL, AND FOR FREQUENCY OF 
SUCH VISITS, WERE NOT RESOLVED. THE GDR INDICATED A 
WILLINGNESS TO COMPROMISE, AND WE SUPPOSE THEY WILL TRY TO 
"SPLIT THE DIFFERENCE" BETWEEN THEIR PROPOSALS AND OURS. 

WE WILL HOWEVER, STRONGLY INSIST ON NOTIFICATION AFTER 
THREE DAYS, A VISIT AFTER FOUR DAYS, AND THEREAFTER AT 

30 DAY INTERVALS. WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO ACHIEVE THIS IN 
OUR OTHER CONSULAR TREATIES WITH THE BLOC. 

5. THE CENTRAL QUESTION REMAINS THE DEFINITION OF 
NATIONALITY, WHICH WE REJECT. OUR POSITION IS THAT SUCH 
A DEFINITION IS NOT NECESSARY FOR EFFECTIVE FUNCTIONING 
OF A CONSULAR CONVENTION. USG HAS PRECEDENT OF NOT 
INCLUDING SUCH DEFINITIONS IN OTHER CONSULAR TREATIES. WE 
ALSO SAID IT RAISED POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS WHICH WE THOUGHT 
HAD NO PLACE IN SUCH A DOCUMENT. WE HOPE IT WILL BE 
POSSIBLE FOR THE FRENCH ALSO TO AVOID AGREEING TO A 
NATIONALITY DEFINITION. 

6. THE EAST GERMANS DID NOT RPT NOT ASK US WHETHER WE 
WOULD PERMIT AN FRG CONSUL TO REPRESENT AN EAST GERMAN 
CITIZEN WHO ASKED FOR SUCH REPRESENTATION. INGERSOLL 
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